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THE THIRD YEAR OP THE DALE AVENUE URBAN 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROJECT 
1972 - 1973 

PER FORMANCE OBJECTIVES 

In May of 1972 tho Dale Avenue teachers 
suggested several additions, deletions and 
changes in the order of the Performance Ob- 
jectives, The results of empirical testing 
at Dale Avenue determined the need for such 
changes • The Pre-Kindergarten - Kindergar- 
ten and First through Third Level Perfor- 
mance Objectives were revisedi according to 
the results of the testing and teacher sug- 
gestions, in June and July of 1972 • They 
wore also combined into one sequential list- 
ing of objectives rather than one for Pre- 
Kindergarten - Kindergarten and another for 
First through Third Level, The reference 
to grade levels was eliminated since each 
ohiid^s own rate of learning and develop- 
mental level were to be considered the im- 
portant elements. The. revised objectives 
to be used in 1972-1973 were entitled "Pre- 
Primary-Primary Performance Objectives". 

SUMMARY SHEETS 

Summary sheets for recording each 
child's skills on the Performance Objectives 
were developed at the end of the second year 
of the project. The form shown in Table I , 
indicates the highest numbered item the chi^Jd- 
has completed in Listening , Naming , Speaking , 
Observation, Writing and Motor Skills , Per- ^ 
ceptual Motor Skills , MatfT, DecodiTig7Encoa 'inq , 
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Claaglf toatio n and Seriation . In the aroa 
laibeled CorrjnQnta the child 'a unmastered 
9klll8, that came before the highest number 
attalnedy are listed as well as teacher com- 
roenta, 

By June of 1972 summary aheots had been 
completed for each child In Kindergarten 
through Third Level at Dale Avenue School, 

Since 1972-1973 had been designated for 
in-dopth testing in levela one through three, 
a Title III staff member was assigned to each 
grade level. The first order of business was 
to correct the summary sheets that had been 
completed at the end of the 1971-1972 school 
year. Since the Performance Objectives had 
been revised, the numbers on the summary 
'sheets no longer corresponded with the new 
Performance Objective numbers, Once the cor- 
rections wore made, the Title in staff mem- 
bers began a pre-toatlng program with the 
assistance of the teachers. Each child was 
tested individually. The Title III staff 
member tested the highest numbered item in 
each category and then went back two numbers. 
If a child gave an incorr^act response, the 
tester went back to a basal of two correct 
responses. For examples The summary sheet 
indicated that a child had mastered up to 
L-24 in Listening , which is "After thirty 
second pause can repeat in exact sequence 
four digits that have been given at the rate 
of two per second." The tester tested the 
child on this performance objeotive. If the 
child could do this the tester then tested 
the child on L-23, if the child could also 
do this then the pre-test on Listening had 
been completed and the tester then continued 
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in the same fashion with Naming , Qbsorying, 
Spoakin ^^ PQgqoptual MotoFsOTls ';' WriUn j 
and Motor ^Skille , Claggi^ication , MaWJ De- 
coaing and seriation. if, however . the 
child could not (JO L- 2 4 or L-23, tho tester 
wont back to L-22 and L-21 or as far back as 
needed for the child to correctly perform 
two listening objectives, It took approx- 
imately twenty to thirty minutes to admin*" 
ister each pre-test. 

RECORD KEEPING 

Roll books for record keeping were hand- 
ed out to all Kindergarten through Third 
Level teachers at Dale Avenue early in the 
school year. {See Table II) Once the pre- 
testing had been completed, the Title III 
staff member demonstrated to tho teacher how 
to record this data in her book. The names 
of the students were listed in the left hand 
column. The name of the performance area 
is listed above the graphed area. Under this 
tho performance objective numbers are listed. 
For Listening, it would be L-1, L-2, L-3, 
etc. A portion of a sample record keeping 
page is in Table II. Every objective that 
the summary sheet and pre-test has indicated 
the pupil can do is marked in blue ink, Every 
new objective taught is marked in red. 

The record keeping book provides the in- 
formation necessary for grouping children. 
The teacher sees at a glance which children 
are working on the same objectives in any of 
the performance areas. She sees which child 
has mastered a skill and can help another child. 
She sees which objectives she should be teach- 
ing or building toward and she can plan her 
dAily lessons accordingly. 
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Namo- Birthdate- 
Address- School- 



Please indicate highest numbered item in each 
category that this child has successfully 
completed. 
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DESCRIPTION OF TUB THIRD LEVEL CHILDREN 

Ninety percent of the children who are 
now in the Third Level entered Dale Avenue 
Kindergarten in September, 1969. Since the 
building was not ready for occupancy until 
March of 1970 the Pro-Kindergarten and Kin- 
dergarten classes were housed until then in 
The Boys Club in Pt.'-.erson, New Jersey, Al- 
though the Third Level children did not have 
a Dale Avenue Pre-Kindergarten experience 
they were all enrolled in two Pre-Kindergar- 
ten programs that were the forerunners of 
Dale Avenue Pre-Kindergarten. Twenty- four of 
the children had been in an experimental, 
structured Pre-Kindergarten Program that 
featured language bombardment at Pater son 
State College Campus School, while the re- 
mainder of the children had been enrolled 
in a Pre-Kindergarten held in the Baptist 
Church in Paterson, New Jersey. This program 
was under the supervision of Miss Harriet 
Oibbs, who has been Director of the Pre- 
Kindergarten at Dale Avenue School since its 
beginning. 

The testing data we have on our Third 
Level children when they were in Pre-Kinder- 
garten comes from a study of the twenty- 
four campus school children. The mean score 
for them on the Peabody A wh^n they entered 
that program was 86.1. This is not too un- 
like the 88.0 mean score of the children 
now in second level when they entered Pre- 
Kindergarten in Dale Avenue in September, 1969. 

The children who are now in Third Level 
were not included in the study during the 
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first year of the Title III Dale Avenue 
Urban Early Childhood Education Project, 
During that time they were in the First 
Level at Dale Avenue School, The 1970-71 
first yaar of the project developed curric- 
ulum and evaluated only the Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten at Dale Avenue, It was not 
until 1971-72, the second year of the pro- 
ject that the Title III staff became in- 
volved with the first through third level 
children in making a needs assessment and 
developing curriculum. During the 1971-72 
school year, at the request of Mr, Wild, 
who was then principal of the school, the 
Poabody Picture Vocabulary Test was admin- 
istered to a random sampling of thirty 
Second Level children, These scores were 
compared With their scores upon entering 
Kindeirgarten at Dale Avenue School in 1969, 
Although they had gained a mean of 3,4 3 
I,Q, points, statistical analysis revealed 
that this gain was not significant. 

One tenth of the children who are now 
in tho Third Level at Dale Avenue never had 
a pre-kindergarten experience. They entered 
First Level in September of 1969 and re- 
mained in their sending school until the Dale 
Avenue building was ready for occupancy in 
March, 1970, Six of these children took 
part in a six week mini-group last year. 
The determination to return them to the Sec- 
ond Level was made at the end of the six 
week period. The remaining children in 
the group who never had pre-kindergarten 
completed the Thirdi Level year, but because 
they were functioning at First or Second 
Level in almost all performance areas, were 
not sent on to Fourth Qrade, All of these 
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chlldron rocoivod or aro rocoiving supple- 
mentary help* 

Of fche ninety-nine pupils in the Third 
Lovel, includinq those who are repeating ^ 
fifty-two oercont are girls and forty-eight 
percent are boys* flixty-soven percent are 
Blt'.ckf fourteen percent are White and nine- 
toon percent are Spanish-speaking* 

The average income of the parents of the 
Third Levol children at the timo the children 
entered Dale Avenue Schocd was $6,372.00 per 
year and there were approximately 3» 5 chil- 
dren per family. 

The fathers* occupations are varied. 
They include machine operators, mechanics, 
a packer, factory workers, a spotter for a 
cleaner, supervisor in a paper plant, bus 
drivers, a porter, staff assistant at the 
telephone company, a stationary engineer, 
painters /a brick mason, presser, truck 
drivers, a butcher, a chemist, salesmen, a 
postal clerk, stock man, foremen in factor- 
ies, a manager of a bar, welder, dye fin- 
isher, maintenance man, supervisor in a 
laundry, a cutter, a co:k<, a teacher, scaf- 
fold worker, an assistant tax assessor, 
shipping clerk, and a baker • 

The mothers' occupations include house- 
wives, a nurse, pantry-wprkers, teacher aide, 
parent coordinator, a teacher, assembler, 
waitress, student, researcher, secretary, key 
punch operator, domestic v;orker, nurses aide, 
laundress, factory worker, crossing guard, 
food supervisors, housekeepers, stenogra- 
phers, sewing machine operator, floor girl in 

and a telephone operator, 
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RESULTS OP THE PRE-TEST ON PERFORMANCE 
OBJECTIVES FOR THE THIRD LEVEL CHILDREN 

Although we are primarily concerned 
with individual skill growth, grade level 
skills were recorded. 

* 

The pre-testing on the Performance 
Objeotivss for Third Level children at Dale 
AVQt\ue showed the following results » 

The pupil average on Listening, which 
goes up to L-34, was L"3l when told a 
scrambled version of_a^amiliar story, can 
rearrange the story in pro per sequence , "^e 
standard deviation from this mean was 3.46. 

' The pupil average on Naming , which goes 
up to N-42, was N"37 > Names , ? . i and 
* The standard deviation was 4.31. 

fii The pupil average on Observing , which 
goes up to 0-16, was 0-12 - Completes a 
puzzle of iswenty-f ive pieces . The standard 
deviation was 1,95. " 

The pupil average on Speaking , v;hich 
goes up to Sp-22, was gp-l7 " When told three 
v/ords, ^upplies a synonym for each one . The 
standard deviation was 2 . 43 . 

In Perceptual Motor Skills almost ail of 
the children completed all of the twenty-one 
skills so the pupil average was PMS-21. 

The pupil averaqo On Writ ing and Motor 
S killfl, which goes up to W'Ts ^ST - yro5 
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u niformity In alzo of letters when copying 
I^fcters and worfls from biaoKboard to paper ^ 
The standard deviation was 2 $29, 

The pupil average on classif ioatlon i 
which goes up to CL-13, was xiL^9 in sorts 
sixteen obieots into groups according to 
a way not previously usecU The standard 
de vlint ion was 2 , ^ 3 • ^ 

The pupil average on Math # which goes 
up to was M'»42 - Tells thjsit one foot 

is twelve inches r one yar4 is three feet o 
thlrty'^six inches * The standard deviation 
was 9*24/ ~ 

The pupil average on Decoding # which 
goes up to Dec- 16 3 1 was pec-ll Develops 
compound words from two known words * Tne 
standard clevlatlon was 36*61* 

The pupil average on Seriation i which 
goes up to S-ll, was S'-^D _^ Places in order 
a set of five geometric shapes increasing 
In number of sides * The standard deviation 
was 2*82* 

The Third Level children are working at 
their own level and at their own rate. Chil- 
dren v;ho were considered failures when they 
were asked to work at third level tasks are 
succeeding at tasks they can master. 
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